
College is Expensive: 
Let Us Help!



Who We Are

Established in 1981, the Greater Seattle 
Business Association (GSBA) is the 

largest LGBTQ and allied chamber of 
commerce in North America. We 

represent over 1,400 small business, 
corporate, and nonprofit members who 
share the values of promoting equality 

and diversity in the workplace.



What We Do

Business

Community

Advocacy

Philanthropy



Scholarship Program Reach

GSBA Scholarship Fund provides 
educational scholarships to 

LGBTQ and Allied students from WA State

Scholarships can be 
used at any accredited 

post-secondary 
institution in the 

world!



Scholarship Program Overview
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Since 1991, over 4 million dollars
have been invested in 456 scholars



The GSBA Guarantee

Every scholar who 
has met certain 

criteria is eligible for 
up to four years of 

undergraduate 
scholarship funding.



Application Partnership

+



Eligibility Details

No GPA requirement 
No Social Security # needed

 Do not have to be a US citizen, but must meet our 
WA State residency requirements. We do not check 
US citizenship status.

Use the name & gender you 
identify with on the application
Accommodations are available 



Where Can a Scholarship 
Be Used?



What do Scholarships Cover?

Tuition

Student Fees

Any expenses 
handled through 
your student 
account 



Application Essays

Biography

The Personal Statement – Tell Us What Defines Who YOU Are

Leadership within the LGBTQ Community

Financial Circumstances



Biography

Please include the following:
 Your name and pronoun to be used publically

 Where you are from

 Where you live now

 Where are going to or plan to go to school

 What you plan to study/your major

 Briefly describe a career and/or life goal related LGBTQ 

community/issues



Biography Example

Taylor Williams grew up in Bremerton, WA and is now 

living in Seattle, attending the University of Washington, 

pursuing an undergraduate degree in Political Science. 

They hope to instigate change through action, inspiring 

LGBTQ youth to recognize their own potential to learn 

and transform the world.  Taylor has made becoming an 

immigration lawyer their long-term goal, working with 

communities that are frequently denied access to 

resources due to their identities and social spheres. 

(75 Words Maximum)



Personal Statement
Tell us about who you are, what we should 
know about you that we cannot read 
elsewhere. 

This question includes: 
 Why additional education?

 What are your career plans?

 How will this pursuit expand 

your leadership skills?

 Describe a character defining 

moment for you. 



*Example Excerpts* 
Why additional education?

I’ve grown up fairly privileged; I’ve always had time to study, 
always had access to teachers willing to help me through any 
issues I had with my work. As I’ve learned more about social 
justice issues, I’ve become more and more critical of how and 
with what words I am taught. I’ve gained and lost a tremendous 
amount of respect for various teachers that I’ve had. 

Out of all this, I gained something incredible, something that is 
not only an aspiration but a promise to myself and to the 
people around me. I want to be an English teacher, to be not 
only someone who teaches words and language but also 
someone who inspires inclusivity, critical thinking, and analysis 
of the self as it relates to society. 



*Example Excerpts* 
Describe a character defining moment for you

I came out in 2011 to my mom because I thought it might be a good reason to 
leave our country. Admitting who I am to my mom was a most difficult moment in 
my life. She is strict and traditional and didn’t accept me as a homosexual when I 
told her. She tried to convince me that I was a straight girl and this feeling was not 
true and I shouldn’t even say it. 

This was one of the most significant challenges in my life before leaving our 
country. Expressing my feelings was difficult, but I had to tell her because I was 
hurting all the time and I got tired of wearing a mask and lying to people about my 
feelings. I inspired myself to reach my goal. I thought all the time and imagined 
myself somewhere in the world, free. It was difficult to be independent when I 
decided to leave my country. I had to work on my leadership skills and be my 
own leader because I had to start making decisions for myself. I needed to be 
prepared for many things that would get in way of my goals. Being who I really am 
influenced my personal values and goals.



Leadership/Commitment 
within the LGBTQ Community
 What has been your involvement in the LGBTQ 

community?

 Describe how you have shown your leadership on an issue 
affecting LGBTQ people.

 How will you actively serve as a LGBTQ or Ally leader 
within your community?



*Example Excerpts* 
What has been your involvement in the LGBTQ community?

Getting involved in the LGBTQ community has been hard to me because of 
my current situation. When I first came out I was pretty openly shamed. It 
was hard to be proud of myself. I am worried that if I am too open and 
vocal about who I am, my parents may force me to drop out of college by 
withdrawing financial support. In the future I hope to be an open advocate 
of the LGBTQ community. I’d really like young trans individuals to see 
more trans adults living normal lives, and I would like to be one of those 
adults. 

Last year, I couldn’t imagine making it to adulthood. I want to be living 
proof that trans people can go on to have normal lives. I would eventually 
like to work in tourism, helping people of all backgrounds get the 
experience of traveling abroad. It may not be a huge thing, like opening 
LGBTQ friendly clinics or being LGBTQ supportive in politics, but it could 
make a huge difference to trans people who are terrified of traveling 
because of their gender identity.



*Example Excerpts* 
Describe how you have shown your leadership on an 

issue affecting LGBTQ people

A few months into joining my school’s Gay Straight Alliance as a sophomore, I 
began to notice something. When I looked around at the room, we had a white 
club president, two white advisors, and a disproportionate number of white 
members. My school is 93% students of color. We talked about sexual health, 
bullying, family crisis resources--but never race, class, misogyny or even any 
current events. I kept expecting us to move forward into more complex topics, 
but we never did. This is where I came to face the rampant racism, misogyny, 
and classism within the LGBTQ rights movement. Likewise, I began to see the 
homophobia and sexism in anti-racist movements. 

As a queer girl of color, I am frequently asked which oppression is the “worst.” 
But I see every day how these oppressions operate together, and as long as we 
treat them separately, we are excluding each other and our activism will fail. 
Since realizing this, I have asked myself in every activist space I can: am I 
examining this issue in an intersectional way? 



Financial Circumstances
Tell us: 
What are your needs?
What are your costs?
Do you have other responsibilities?
What’s your strategy for funding 

your education?



*Example Excerpts* 

Education in the United States of America is expensive, even 
with the help of financial aid. I moved here alone and do not 
have any support of my family or relatives here. I am working a 
full-time job and I am a full-time student. It is hard to 
concentrate on my education when I am worried about my 
financial situation all the time. I know the best way to success is 
education and I am doing all that is in my power to be the best 
at school, but I know I can be better. I started working as a part 
time associate, and my grades were all As, but when I applied 
for a full-time job I got Bs for two of my classes. I know I can do 
better if I have more time and a relaxed mind.



Tips for Writing Essays

Make it personal and passionate

Put in your unique interests and 
perspectives 

Follow instructions

Get organized



Required Application 
Materials

Most recent official or unofficial 
Academic Transcript

 Resume



Optional Application 
Materials

One Letter of Recommendation
 Pride Foundation Scholarships:
 Consideration for visual arts, design, or 

music scholarships require 2 samples of 
work to be uploaded. (A portfolio will also 
be required if interviewed.)

If you require technical assistance with 

uploading, please contact 

scholarships@pridefoundation.org. 

Materials cannot be submitted by mail or 

sent via email.



Where Do I Apply?
http://thegsba.org/scholarship-home/become-a-scholar/apply

http://thegsba.org/scholarship-home/become-a-scholar/apply


Scholarship Program 
Timeline

October 11, 2019 Application Opens

January 10, 2020 5:00pm PST Application Closes

Jan.-March 2020 Application Review takes place

March 2020 Applicants are contacted about 
interview

April 2020 Interviews take place (if applicable)

May 2020 Awards are announced



Due Date

Applications must be submitted by 
January 10, 2020 at 5:00pm PST 

To be fair to all applicants, we are very 
strict on the application due date.

We cannot accept late applications or 
materials under any circumstance.



Pro Tips

 You need an e-mail address to start 
the application – this is how we 
communicate!

 You don’t have to finish it all at once 
– you can start and save as you go 
along

 Have someone review your materials 
before you submit



REMEMBER!

Applications are due
Friday, January 10, 2020

4:00 pm (AKST), 5:00 pm (PST), 6:00 pm (MST)
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